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Lake County “100TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET” 


Sunday, October 26, 1975 — 5:00 p.m. 


H BRIT AGE Wayfarer Inn — Merrillville, Indiana 


U.S Highway 30 & State Road 53 


Vol. 2 ce sie No. 4 Speaker: WARREN REEDER JR. 
LAK® GOUNTY HISTORIGAL SOGIRTY ‘Footsteps in the corridor of our past’’ 
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You ARE Tnaviteo 
To Our 
‘100TH ANNIVERSARY BANQUET” 
Sunday, October 26, 1975 — 5:00 p.m. 
Wayfarer Inn — Merrillville, Indiana 
U S Highway 30 & State Road 53 ea 
Speaker: WARREN REEDER JR. 
“Footsteps in the corridor of our past’’ 
Donation $6.00 Per Person 


Fer Tickets 
CONTACT 7 
4UR¢ PRs Witbue HEIDBREDER : PHere 663- AA34 


<p THe Coven Srory 
Thomas spent three years assembling this “Patriotic” table or, as Thomas sometimes 
called it, his “Flag Picture.” It consists of 7,202 pieces of wood. Stars and letters are of 
ivory, and all other panels are of inlaid wood. THiS CompleTe Stony Oa/ Pace 4 
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P.0. Box 614 
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3-Creek History Group Formed 


by PAT TILTON 
The Three Creek Historical 
Association, a newly formed 
group of the Lowell area met 
at tea Tuesday at Lowell 
Middle School to hold election 
of officers. 


Ray Mcintire of West Creek 
was chosen president, Matt 


Creek, corresponding 
secretary; Miss Irene 
Karison, Cedar Creek, 
treasurer; and Mrs. Alice 
Ruley, historian. 

Directors include Vernon 
Childress, Mrs. Lawrence 


Love. 

Steve Yarros Jr., president 
of Lake County Historical 
Association served as in- 
stalling officer. 


YOU 


ARE 


First official meeting of the 
group under new leadership 
was Tuesday night, at Lowell 
Middle School. 

The association is an 
outgrowth of the Bicentennial 
committee whose work will be 
completed at the end of the 
Bicentennial year. The 


£2 VE BED ' 


association will be a per- 
manent one. 

Other groups which have 
formed furing the bicentennial 
year include the Horizen 
committee whose work is with 
‘parks and monuments and 
Heritage, the Museum 
committee. 


to become a member of the a F 


THREE-CREEKS oe LLL 
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION 


@ 


THE THREE-CREEKS HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION - 


, without a sense of its past 
is like a man without a memory. Only 
in a knowledge of its past can we inter- 
pret the present and steer a course in- 
to the future. Yesterday's lessons may 
be today's answers. An interest in the 
past does not imply a desire to return 
to the past, it reflects only a vigil- 
ance toward the traditions and princi- 
ples that are our heritage. It is this 
heritage that an awakened America is 
now striving to maintain. 


THIS IS YOUR SPECIAL INVITATION TO TAKE 
PART IN THE THREE-CREEK HISTORICAL 
ASSOCIATION. 


Founded in 1975, the association is a 
public non-profit foundation dedicated 
to perpetuating a program of cultural 
value for Eagle, Cedar and West Creek 
hips, bringing together those 
le interested in its history. 


Understanding the history of our com 
munity is basic to our democratic way 
of life, gives us a better understand- 
ing of our state and nation, and pro- 
motes a better appreciation of our 
American heritage. 


The Association's major function will 
be to discover and collect any mater- 
ial which may help to establish or 
illustrate the history of the area: 

its exploration, settlement, develop- 
ment and activities in peace and war; 
its progress in population, wealth, 
education, arts, science, agriculture, 
manufactures, trade and transportation. 
It will collect printed material such 
as histories, genealogies, biographies, 
descriptions, gazetteers, directories, 
wprerer: pamphlets, catalogs, cir- 


‘ 


ars, handbills, programs, and posters. 
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manuscript material such as letters, 
diaries, journals, memoranda, remini- 
scences, rosters, service records, ac- 
count books; and museum material such 
as pictures, photographs (identified), 
paintings, portraits, scenes, aborigina 
and Indian relics (found in the Three- 
Creek area) and material objects illus- 
trative of life conditions, events and 
activities of the past and the present, 
and to place same in the museum of the 
association; the marking of Historic 
Buildings, sites and trails to kindle 
interest and stimulate community pride 
amongst all citizens of these three ' | 
townships in the wealth of the heritage 
and historical associations of these 
townships; by holding meetings with 
addresses, lectures, papers, discus- 
sions, and the dissemination of his- 
torical information using all forms 

of media. The association will coop- 
erate with the cqunty and state his- 
torical societies to collect and pre- 
serve materials of county and state- 
wide (other than the Three-Creek's 
history) significance so that these 
materials can be made available to 
students and scholars. 


Informative public meetings will be 
presented frequently on a wide variety 
of historical subjects. 


MEMORIAL FUND 


A memorial fund has been established 
in the name of Randall R. Ruge, who, 
with the other Lowell Town Board mem- 
bers, made a meeting place and tempor- 
ary space for housing museum artifacts 
possible. 


The Lake County Histori¢al 
Society would like to use the 
parking circles and portions of 
land at the Lake County 
Government Center as 
monuments of tribute to our 
nation’s Bicentennial birthday 
and our local heritage. 

Steven J. Yaros Jr.. 4, 
Schererville, president of the 
Lake County Historical 
Society, has come up with 
several ideas for using the 
centers of the four southside 
parking circles and the one in 
front of the administration 
building for memorials to 
history. 

Yaros said the executive 
committee of the historical 
society has approved the ideas 
he submitted in the form of 
drawings. 

He said he approached Lake 
County Commissioner Martin 
Behnke Thursday of last week 
about the idea, but the com- 
missioner said the circles in 
the parking areas around the 
complex could be used for 
additional parking in the 
future if needed. 


Commissioner Behnke, 
however. suggested that the 
northeast corner of the 
Government Center site and a 
portion near the rear by the 
jail might make places for 
such memorials. 


Yaros, who has only been 
with the historical society for 
two years and was elected 
president the second year. 
believes history has more 
relevance when it is developed 
closer to home. National 
history has meaning: but. tne 
heritage of Lake Count, hax 


more meaning to his son Jim, 
10, and daughter Karen, 12, 
and to most young people, he 
said. It is worth preserving, he 
emphasized. 


Yaros is a lieutenant with 
the Lake County Police, where 


he has served the past 10 
years. 
The county historical 


society has formed a Bicen- 
tennial committee to help 
plan. promote, encourage and 
develop programs, projects 
and activities to com- 
memorate ‘this great historic 
event that started in 1776-the 
birth of our nation.”’ 


With Yaros’ ideas, the 
county historical society 
proposes that a police 


memorial circle. a liberty 
circle. a military ser- 
vicemens circle and a 
township honor circle be 
designated on the southside of 
the Government Center. The 
society also suggests a Con- 
cord Bridge and Stone also be 
included at the government 
complex. 


ADOPT A LAKE 
COUNTY FLAG 


Other suggestions include 
the adoption of a Lake County 
flag and the adoption and use 
of an official Lake County 


poem 


The county historical 
society would like to see the 
promotion of the flying of 13- 
star Betsy Ross American 
flags at all county government 
installations during the 
Bicentennial year of 1976. The 
historical society will buy the 


Memorial Ideas 


Proposed 
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Betsy Ross flags to fly at the 
county Government Center in 
place of the 50-star American 
flags until Liberty Circle is 
done. Then they will be 
transferred to the Liberty 
Circle to fly there per- 
manently. said Yaros. 

The historical society also 
will encourage and promote 
the preservation of museums, 
historical societies and high 


school historical clubs. 

The society, in addition to 
wanting to preserve the 97- 
year-old county Ceurthouse, 
wants to work with the county 
Parks Department in the 
preservation and restoration 
of the Deep River Mill 
southeast of Hobart on U. S. 
330 


The society also would like 
to work with the National 


Council for the 

Encouragement of 
Patriotism, which is led by 
Mary Lou Kieswetter, the flag 
lady. Both could develop a 
project of hand carrying the 

American flag from the 
Kankakee River Bridge to the 
Highway of Flags in Highland 
at U.S. 41 and Ridge Road asa 
Salute to Paul Revere’s ride 
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OLD PORTER COUNTY JAILS 


The first county jail built in 
1838 was located on a lot on 
Indiana Avenue. It was a two 
story structure made of logs. 
outside stairway leading to the 
upstairs, where the deputy sheriff 
lived, was the only entrance into 
the building. There were no doors 
or windows to the lower level and 
prisoners had to be taken up the 
outside staircase and then lowered 
into the jail thru a trap door in 
the jailers room. -As one man 
recalls, ‘'Why nobody could get out 
of that jail, not even the devil 
himself, if -you once got him in 
there. 

The next county jail was started 
in 1871. On March 21, 1872 the 
Porter county Vidette reported: 
"The prison part of the new jail 
will be finished in about a week." 
The article goes on to describe 
the structure of the building and 
ends by telling us that, "This 
much of the building is nearly 
finished and will soon be ready 
for those persons who desire 
board at the public expense." 

This building is known to us now 
as the "Old Jail." 

When our present new jail was 
built, the County Commissioners 
asked the Historical Society of 
Porter County if they would be 
interested in the old jail for 
use as a museum. This offer was 
made in November of 1973 under 
the agreement that the sheriff 
and his family would still keep 


An 


their residency in the front 
part of the building meant for 
that purpose. The County 
Commissioners offered the entire 
structure to the curator for 
the Historical Society on 
February 4, 1974. It was 
suggested that the sheriff's 
house be used for "period rooms, 
storage and workship areas. To 
that end, we now welcome you to 
the "OLD JAIL MUSEUM." 


Co. 


Historical Society of Porter 


"OLD JAIL MUSEUM" 


HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
of Porter County, Inc. 
Old Jail Museum, 153 Franklin Street 
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383 


Regular Museum hours: 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Friday, 10 to 4 
Telephone 462-2233 
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This skull of an 8,000 year old mastodon is the feature display 
_ at the Nature Center. The skull alone measures 100 in. in circim 
i ference which may seen mammoth but not when compared to the 9 ft. 
tusks sprouted by this enormous creature. History concerning the 
climate of this area and the life found here during the Mastodon's 

era can be veiwed at the center. 


When you came to the Deep River Interpretive Nature Center, don't 
expect to see the typical musty displays conmonly seen in a museum. 
For, being an interpretive center, you will find your mind chal- 


lenged by the miracles of nature, no matter how young or old you 
are, . 


DEEP RIVER 
INTERPRETIVE 


@®NATURE CENTER 


AT LAST, the opportunity to 
vse the overworked and usually 
mis-used word, “unique.” 

Furthermore, we’re going to use 
the word three times to describe 
the priceless tables made by the 
late George Thomas of Gary. 

The tables, pictured on these 
pages, are not only unique, they 
are works of art. 

Two, those which Thomas called 
his “Geographic” and ‘Patriotic’ 
tables, were products of the artist- 
woodwor!:er’s passionate love for 
his adopted country, the United 
States. The third table reflects 
Thomas’ love for beauty and his 
creative skills, 

When Thomas died in 1959 at 
the age of 73, he was carrying 
a $50,000 insurance policy on the 
tables, yet he had only $12 to his 
name. 

“Dad spent all his money on 
these tables,’’ according to his son 
W. George Thomas, of Crown 
Point, who now owns the tables. 

“Dad was a quiet man—a very 
likable fellow,” the son recalls, 

“He was born in Romania in 
1886 in the town of Iladia. He had 
no chance for a formal education. 
His parents were poor, and Dad 
wanted to study art, but since this 
_was impossible he became an ap- 
prentice to a cabinet maker and 
woodcarver when he was twelve 
and a half years old. 

“During his apprenticeship, Dad 
helped make special order furni- 
ture for various royal families of 
Europe.” 

At the end of his apprenticeship, 
Thomas, then in his teens, traveled 
over much of Central Europe, and 
provided himself with an educa- 
tion in languages by studying in 
Vienna. 


“Dad spoke eight languages,” 


Patrioric TABLE 


the son recalls, “and besides 
woodworking, he loved history— 
cid a lot of reading.” 

At age 20, Thomas came to 
the United States, worked as 
carpenter in various places be- 
fore coming to Gary in 1910 with 
his son, George, then three years 
old. 

The senior Thomas had his own 
carpenter trade for many years, 
and when building came to a halt 
during the depression, he worked 
in the carpenter shop at the Gary 
Tin Mill, 

“Dad spent every minute of his 
spare time in his basement, work- 
ing on these tables,” the son re- 
calls. 

PATRIOTIC TABLE 

It took Thomas three years to 
make this table top, which is dis- 
played on an easel. It consists of 
intricate inlays showing Old Glory 
fluttering in the breeze. It con- 
tains 7,202 pieces. Stars and let- 
tering are of ivory. White stripes 
are made of holly wood, red 
stripes of red satin—both in na- 


tural finish. The field for the stars 
is made again of birdseye maple 
dyed a pale blue, the same proc- 
ess Thomas used for water in the 
“Geographic” table. 

The background for this piec- 
ture, which is 24 inches im di- 
ameter, includes a circle around 
the flag representing the sun, 
with rays of the sun represent- 
ed by 24 encircling panels. The 


of 13 pieces of wood representing 
the original colonies. 


The Gary Post-Tribune, Sunday, September 30, 1962 


Join our Christmas Club 


now Sock it away for 
next year ....and Earn 5% 


Enjoy shopping next year. with no 
thought of after-Christmas bills. 


Join Citizens Federal Savings 
Christmas Club now. Start with 
any amount of $1.00 or more 

and add to it regularly throughout 
the year. 


Next November Citizens Federal 
Savings will send you a holiday 
to cover the cost of giving. 


stockings this eak with a Christmas 
Club account. You pe shop early. for 
cash ... and ngt be snowed by 
January bill 


peive a FREE 
ristmas segnted 
candle — e Per 
Customer 
io 


CITIZENS FEDERAL SAVINGS 


AND LOAN ASSOCIATION 


5311 HOHMAN AVE | 1720 - 45th AVE 155.N. MAIN ST 
HAMMOND. IND MUNSTER, IND CROWN POINT. IND 
PHONE 933-0432 PHONE 972-1720 PHONE 663-4758 
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Bie Beoks for only 0 90 When 
LAKE COUNTY oS 
HISTORICAL SOCIETY announces the reprinting of the 
1904 edition of Timothy Ball's "Encyclopedia of Genealogy and Biography of Lake 
County, Indiana, 1834 to 1904", published in 1904. There was a very limited num- 
ber of copies printed at that time. Many of the families whose origins were noted 
are still represented in Lake County, Indiana today, and there have been many re- 


quests for copies of this book. This book also presents a picture of pioneer life 
in the county spanning these years. 


The book is 7} x 104 inches in page size, with many family pictures of both hus- 
band and wives, and date of their marriage. The early history of the beginning 
of the railroads is noted briefly. 


Enclosed please find my check in the amount of $ in payment for: 


e copies T. H. Ball's "Encyclopedia of Genealogy of Lake County, Indiana 
1834 to 1904". Reprint @ $17.00 per copy. (SEE Sprcial offer ABovE) 


copies "Reports and Papers of Lake County Indiana Historical Association, 
1934 to 1966" by Avis Brown and Mary Lou Vanderlaan, divided into 
5 year periods covering the reports and programs of the association, 
with added features @ $6.00 per copy. (SEE Speciat Offer 


copies Brochure based upon artist conception of the pioneer scenes @$ .50 


per ©oPY: NEWSLETTER ONLY(Your Lake Co. Heritage)$2.00 


Dues for the year1975-1976for those wishing to join the Association at this time 
are $2.00 for individual memberships. Firms $25.00. Organizations $10.00. 


Life membership $100.00. Jr, Membership $1.00 (School age) 


Name 
Address 


City and State Zip 
Make checks payable to: ic 

Mail with your order to: LAKE GOUNTY HISTORICAL SOGIETY 

we P.0. Box 614 

Crown Point, INDIANA 46307 
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Rest In Peace 
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